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Origin: Fact or Fiction 

Content and Connotation  

Symbolism versus Superstition  

Proclamation versus Practice  



Mid-Autumn, Lantern or Moon Cake 
Festival 



Origin: Mythological 



Origin: Link to establishing of Ming
Dynasty







Origin: Mythological 



Origin: Calendrical 



Practices: Ge Tai 



Common in most cultures. 

More than just funeral rites. 
• Obedience and care. 
• Tapping into supernatural power. 



Confucianism 
Filial Piety 

Shenism
Concept of After-Life 

Buddhism 
Reincarnation

Daoism
Rites and Rituals

Ancestral 
Veneration



Will of Ancestors = Will of Heaven

Some Duties to perform: 
• Venerate parents in daily life
• Show great sorrow at their death 
• Offer sacrifices to the deceased 

Resist when wrongly commanded 









Three Souls, Three Residences



Are we Dichotomous (two
parts) or Trichotomous
(three parts)?
• Spirit, soul and body (1

Thessalonians 5:23)
• Soul and body (Matthew 10:28)
• Soul and spirit (Hebrews 4:12)

Human 
人

Spirit 鬼

Deity 
神





Ephesians 4:17-24

1 Corinthians 10:14-22 

1 Corinthians 8:7-13

Exodus 20:2-6


